KS1 and KS2 History Progression in Skills and Vocabulary- Interpretation
Year group

By the end of
Early Years

By the end of
Year One

By the end of
Year Two

By the end of
Year Three

By the end of
Year Four

ELG: Talks about
past and present
events in his/her
own life and in the
lives of family
members

Can identify and
talk about different
accounts of real
historical
situations.

Can identify and
talk about
differences in
account relating to
people or events
both from the time
(contemporary
source) and from
the present
(interpretive
source).

Can recognise
differences between
versions of the same
event and can give a
simple explanation
of why we might
have more than one
version.

Can describe how
different
interpretations
arise.

This is a more
recent source… I
know this because

This source shows
me… but this
shows… This could
be because...

People used to
believe that...since
this was
found...people now
believe

By the end of
Year Five

By the end of Year
Six

Understands that
different accounts of
the past emerge for
various reasonsdifferent people
might give a
different emphasis.

Understands that all
history is to some
extent a construct
(interpretation) and
can identify a range of
reasons for this.

Topics covered over
the year
Matters/Skills and
Processes
Interpretation ways to find
out about the past and how
its is represented

Interpretation vocabulary

Discussions based
on themselves or
family e.g. My
grandad said that...

My grandad said
that...
My auntie who
works in a toy shop
says that...

Understands that
historical
understanding is
continuously being
revised; if we find
new evidence, we
have to rewrite the
past.

Understands that
some
interpretations are
more reliable than
others.

This source suggests
that… this source
tells me that...Source
A is more reliable
because...

Understands that
interpretations can be
questioned on the
grounds of the range
of evidence used to
support them or due
to the aims of the
creator of the
interpretation.
This source suggests
that….however...

