Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! We hope you had a lovely holiday. We are very excited to welcome you back to Year One and continue with our fantastic
learning. School starts at 8:50a.m. and finishes at 3:00p.m. Please don’t hesitate to come and see a member of the Year One team if you have any worries
or questions.

Science
In Science this term we will be learning all about materials. This includes, being able to distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made, identifying and naming a variety of everyday materials and their properties and compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their properties.

Computing
In Computing we are learning how to use technology
purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and
retrieve digital content.

Design and Technology
In D&T this half term we will be making and baking
gingerbread men. We will then use this experience to
support the children in writing instructions of how to make
gingerbread men.
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Mathematics
In Maths we will be learning to answer one-step subtraction problems including one and
two-digit numbers up to 20. We will also be learning to recognise and use language relating to dates (week, months, year, season). In Spring 1 we will learn how to count in 2s
and 10s. We will also be learning about measurement, including length and height. Lastly we will learn how to recognise coins and notes as amounts of money.
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PE and Dance
In PE we are learning to send and receive different
equipment. This will help us to develop our catching and
throwing as well as stamina and core strength. In dance
we will be taking inspiration from some Mr Men stories to
create different shapes with our bodies. We will also be
exploring using different levels in dance and travelling
pathways through the theme of Jack and the Beanstalk.

English
Music
In music this half term we are going to be exploring making
and responding to different rhythm patterns using the Bamboo Tamboo instruments. These instruments are from the
Caribbean and we shall be learning some songs and about
the style of music from this region.

In English we are learning to write using our sounds, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. We will be learning some
traditional tales off by heart and using these to create a bank of vocabulary to write our own stories. We will also be
writing instructions, character descriptions and letters.
For reading, we will be focusing on the skill of sounding out and blending words. We will also be answering simple
questions about characters and events. You can help your child at home by reading everyday. It would also help if you
could ask questions about characters from the story, for example, ‘how did the character feel when…’. In preparation for
the Phonics Screening Check which takes place later this year, we will be increasing our Phonics Activities in school and
through homework.

How can I help my child at home?
Reading advice
Read, read, read!
Please make sure your child reads daily. Reading helps develop their vocabulary
and imagination and helps improve their writing and concentration. If you have any
non-fiction (information) books, please read these too!
The children will still have a home-reading book and a library book as usual. It is
really important that you write in your child’s reading log when they have read
with you. Also, the ’Reading Rockets’ should be coloured in every night/morning
that your child has read their home-school reader. Don’t forget they get a treat
when they have coloured all of their rockets!
Talk about books:
Try to read to and with your child often. Discuss the illustrations, the characters,
the language used by the writer, or whether you like the book and why. We are
now doing a lot of predicting about stories with questions like ‘what might happen
next?’ and ‘how do you think the character is feeling?’ to develop a deeper
understanding of the story.

Websites
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
Great for phonics practice

http://espresso/espresso/primary_uk/home/index.html
Great for exploring basic skills and topics across the entire
curriculum

Sumdog– The children should have been sent their
Sumdog logins home, we can send these out to you
again if not. This is a great website full of exciting
games to help embed out basic skills in maths.

Bugclub– Remember you can find your child’s login in
the front of their homework book. This is a fantastic
website where your child can read books with you and
answer questions about the story.


Homework, home-reading, library books and PE kits
Homework is sent home every Monday to be returned the Friday of that week. Homework will be stuck into the children’s homework book every week. If
your child’s book is not returned they will be given the homework on a piece of a paper.
Home-school reader books will be sent home every week and will be changed on a Monday. Please make sure the children have read their book twice
before it is changed.
Our Library day is Thursday, children will need to bring back their library book every Thursday to be changed.
Year One PE is on Monday, so the children's PE kits must be in school for this every week please.

