Phonics Glossary
Here is some of the phonics terminology that your child will learn during phonics sessions which can be defined below:

	A - Trigraph
	  A trigraph is a sound that is represented by three letters that make one sound. For example the three letters a i r together makes the sound air.  

	     B- digraph
	 A digraph is a sound that is represented by two letters e.g. the sound 'a' in rain is represented by the digraph 'ai'. 

	 C- Split vowel digraph
	 A split digraph is a digraph that is separated by other letters e.g. the sound 'a' in the word take is represented by the split digraph a-e.

	D- grapheme
	A grapheme is a visual/written representation of a sound e.g. a letter or a group of letters. 
Some sounds are represented by a single letter whilst others are represented by more than one letter.

	     E-  phoneme
	Phonemes are the smallest unit of speech-sounds which make up a word  For example, there are three phonemes in the word sit /s/-/i/-/t/. If you change the phoneme /s/ for /f/, you have a new word, fit. If you change the phoneme /t/ in fit for a /sh/, you have a new word, fish- /f/-/i/-/sh/.

	F- grapheme-phoneme- correspondence(GPC) 
	Knowing a GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa.

	G- Alternate graphemes
	The sound is represented in different ways. For example there are different spelling rules to writing the ‘E’ sound. Words such as peel, key and treat show the different written representations of this sound.

	   H-  blending
	 Blending is the skill of joining sounds together to read words. Children are taught to say the separate sounds in a word and to then blend them together to decode the word. 

	 I-  segmenting
	 Segmenting is the opposite of blending. Children are taught to segment a word into its separate sounds in order to spell it.

	J-Oral blending
	This involves hearing phonemes and being able to merge them together to make a word. Children need to develop this skill before they will be able to blend written words.

	K-CVC
	A consonant-vowel-consonant word, such as cat, pin or top. You may also come across the abbreviation CCVC for consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant words such as clap and from. Also CVCC for words such as mask and belt.

	L-Multisyllabic word
	multisyllabic words are words that have more than one syllable, or vowel sound. To tackle words like this, you must decode them. To decode means to break down a word and figure out how to pronounce it.

	M-Adjacent consonants
	These are two or more consonants that appear next to one another within a word and they represent a different sound. e.g. stop - the 'st' are adjacent consonants because they appear next to each other and but also they spell two different sounds. /s/ and /t/.



